U6                  WOMEN AND SOCIAL INJUSTICE

widows at all the girls I have in view and whom every
Hindu who has a spark of chivalry in him is bound to
relieve from their intolerable yoke. I therefore humbly but
emphatically repeat the advice to every young Hindu to
refuse to marry any but these maidens miscalled widows.
Young India, 6-10-'27

60
LOOSE THINKING
A correspondent writes:
"In the course of an article you have said at one place:
' Where marriage is a sacrament, the union is not the union of
bodies but the union of souls indissoluble even by the death of
either party. Where there is a true union of souls, the remarriage
of a widow or widower is unthinkable, improper and wrong/
" At another place in the course of the same article you say:
'I consider remarriage of virgin widows not only desirable but
the bounden duty of all parents who happen to have such
widowed daughters.'
" How do you reconcile the two views ? "
I find no difficulty in reconciling the two views. In
the giving away of a little girl by ignorant or heartless
parents without considering the welfare of the child and
without her knowledge and consent there is no marriage
at all. Certainly it is not a sacrament, and therefore
remarriage of such a girl becomes a duty. As a matter of
fact the word ' remarriage' is a misnomer in ,such cases.
The virgin was never married at all in the true sense, and
therefore on the death of her supposed husband it would
be the most natural thing, it would be a duty, for the
parents to seek for her a suitable companion in life.
Young India, 26-9-'29